
Renaissance and Modern Political Theories  
POLS 3720/PHIL 4360/WGST 3720   

Fall 2023 
 

Dr. Wynne Moskop                                                                Office hours:  
McGannon 136                                       T   2 :15-3 :15pm 
wynne.moskop@slu.edu         W  3:30-4:30pm  
Class meets:                                                                               R   2:15-3:15pm 
TR 12:45-2pm, BBH 221                                      & by appointment 
                                                                       

 
Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Drawing_of_frontispiece_of_Leviathan.jpg. This image is in the public domain.  

Course Description 

The class will examine selected works in the history of Western political thought from the 16th to the 19th 
century—the period when modern notions of democratic political community, virtue, law, rights, freedom, 
and equality emerged. As we read and discuss primary source texts by thinkers ranging from Machiavelli to 
Marx, we will pay particular attention to the gendered division between public and private spheres that 
marks modern liberal thought and institutions. Differences between what counts as public or private in 
modern liberal democracy have shaped our political and social institutions and the ways in which those 
institutions have addressed, or failed to address, injustices related to gender, race and class.  

Students will compare the ways that different thinkers address questions such as: What is the purpose of 
politics? What institutions and social practices are established to achieve that purpose? Why is there a 
separation between public and private spheres in liberal institutions? Which values, interests, and groups 
are served by that separation? Which are marginalized? As you come to understand the ramifications of 
different approaches to these questions, you can hone your ability to think through the role of institutions 
in shaping possibilities for justice in democratic society.  

University Core Curriculum 

Dignity, Ethics, and a Just Society 
This course is part of the Saint Louis University Core, an integrated intellectual experience completed by all 
baccalaureate students, regardless of major, program, college, school or campus. The Core offers all SLU 

mailto:wynne.moskop@slu.edu
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Drawing_of_frontispiece_of_Leviathan.jpg
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/provost/university-undergraduate-core/core-student-learning-outcomes.php
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community. Naturally, you cannot expect to get much out of the discussion if you haven’t 
“attended” the “lecture” 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1G7trw1WV52_Kf_C-BaoMrUzeWDm46SVG
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1G7trw1WV52_Kf_C-BaoMrUzeWDm46SVG


mailto:writing@slu.edu
/life-at-slu/student-success-center/academic-support/universitywriting-services/index.php
/life-at-slu/student-success-center/academic-support/universitywriting-services/index.php
mailto:wynne.moskop@slu.edu
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Civility. Talking about political issues and reading historical texts that employ language no longer in use 
today can be controversial. Strong opinions are expected and acceptable. Even so, it is crucial to maintain 
respectful, open conversation that allow us to question how well founded any of our assumptions may be. 
These guidelines may be helpful. (Modifi

https://livingroomconversations.org/topics/talking_politics/
https://libguides.slu.edu/er.php?course_id=98915
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check the assignment. It is not acceptable to come to class unprepared and explain belatedly that you could 
not find the reading.  

Introduction:  The role of virtue in politics. How does Machiavelli understand virtue?  In the 
public sphere? in the private sphere? For men? For women? 

8/24 Overview of course goals, format, and requirements. We will beginning by viewing and discussing 
the first part of a video of Niccolo Machiavelli’s comic play, La Mandragola/The Mandrake Root 
(1524) 

8/29 View the rest of the Mandragola video. Read Machiavelli, 

https://www.google.com/search?q=machiavelli+mandragola+online+video+free&sxsrf=APwXEdctRkIR8RFYG0G5EpeTwyGi-XHjxQ%3A1687628055619&ei=FymXZPGqJZ2wqtsPsqWLuAQ&oq=Machiavelli+mandragola+online+video&gs_lcp=Cgxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAQARgBMgUIIRCgATIFCCEQoAEyBQghEKABMgUIIRCgATIFCCEQqwIyBQghEKsCMgUIIRCrAjoKCAAQRxDWBBCwAzoGCAAQFhAeOggIABCKBRCGA0oECEEYAFDhBViiDWDVGmgBcAF4AIABhQGIAacFkgEDMi40mAEAoAEBwAEByAEH&sclient=gws-wiz-serp#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:fb6ef3ea,vid:oRh4vKWlOxM
https://wp.nyu.edu/renaissance_summer/wp-content/uploads/sites/14700/2019/06/Machiavelli-The-Mandrake.pdf
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/1232/1232-h/1232-h.htm
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/10827
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/primary-sources/declaration-of-independence?gad=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwwb6lBhBJEiwAbuVUShxcfUkg8lXRCE4CokV7JxEyoc_FNLWsbiIYwP8X7UK_9DIvGFwbrBoCxd4QAvD_BwE
http://digital.library.upenn.edu/women/astell/marriage/marriage.html
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/46333
https://archive.org/stream/RousseauLetterToDAlembertPoliticsTheArtsAllanBloom_201811/Rousseau%20-%20%27%27Letter%20to%20D%27Alembert%27%27%3B%20Politics%20%26%20the%20Arts%20%5BAllan%20Bloom%5D_djvu.txt


https://oll.libertyfund.org/title/wollstonecraft-a-vindication-of-the-rights-of-woman
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=pst.000001885842&view=1up&seq=5
https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/mill1859_1.pdf
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/ch01.htm
https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1844/manuscripts/labour.htm
https://www.libertarian-labyrinth.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Tristan-Emancipation.pdf
https://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/wooda/2B-HUM/Readings/Womens-Rights.pdf
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/speeches-african-american-history/1852-frederick-douglass-what-slave-fourth-july/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n6PaP578mUg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GEr-xXHVjKk
/provost/faculty-affairs/teaching-resources-for-faculty/course-syllabus-information/syllabus-statements/syllabus-stmt-disability-accommodations.docx
/provost/faculty-affairs/teaching-resources-for-faculty/course-syllabus-information/syllabus-statements/syllabus-stmt-ssc.docx
/provost/faculty-affairs/teaching-resources-for-faculty/course-syllabus-information/syllabus-statements/syllabus-stmt-writing-services.docx
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Academic Integrity policy Academic Integrity Syllabus Statement  
 
Title IX policy Title IX Syllabus Statement  
 
Wellness 

All students experience stressors and challenges at some point, and seeking support is beneficial. Such 
challenges may be the result of academic concerns (such as those related to particular assignments or 
content in a cou

/provost/faculty-affairs/teaching-resources-for-faculty/course-syllabus-information/syllabus-statements/syllabus-stmt-academic-integrity.docx
/provost/faculty-affairs/teaching-resources-for-faculty/course-syllabus-information/syllabus-statements/syllabus-stmt-title-ix.docx
/wellbeing/index.php
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?SaintLouisUniv&layout_id=35
mailto:deanofstudents@slu.edu

