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https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/call-action-tech-community-new-machine-readable-

covid-19-dataset/. 

National Academies Stands up New Committee on Emerging Infectious Diseases and 

Public Health Threats  
In response to COVID-19, and in order t

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/call-action-tech-community-new-machine-readable-covid-19-dataset/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/call-action-tech-community-new-machine-readable-covid-19-dataset/
https://www.nationalacademies.org/our-work/standing-committee-on-emerging-infectious-diseases-and-21st-century-health-threats#sectionPastEvents
https://www8.nationalacademies.org/pa/feedback.aspx?type=committee&key=HMD-HSP-20-03. 
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Congressional Updates   

House of Representatives Introduces and Passes Second Coronavirus Emergency 

Supplemental Package 
A larger (perhaps $1 trillion package) is under development to address impacted industries and tax 

policy, which may pull from the House package.  More details on what is known about the current 

House version is below. 

On Saturday, March 14, the U.S. House of Representatives passed a second emergency supplemental 
appropriations package aimed at strengthening the federal response to the ongoing COVID-19 
crisis.  This package includes at least $3.5 billion in new funding to cover COVID-19 diagnostic testing and 
nutritional and unemployment benefits.  Beyond this new funding, the bill includes several provisions 
related to paid sick leave.  The bill includes emergency paid leave for 14 days for those who have been 
diagnosed (or otherwise quarantined) and enhanced unemployment insurance for furloughed 
workers.  The bill also requires that employers with fewer than 500 employees and government 
employers offer two weeks of paid sick leave, as well as provide up to three months of paid family and 
medical leave for people forced to quarantine due to the virus or care for children or family members 
because of the outbreak.  
  
New funding in this supplemental package includes:  
 $1.2 billion for coverage of COVID-19 diagnostic testing, including:  

o $82 million for the Department of Defense to cover the costs of testing for beneficiaries 
receiving care through the Defense Health Program.  
o $64 million for testing through the Indian Health Service or through an Urban Indian 
Health Organization.  
o $1 billion for the National Disaster Medical System to reimburse the costs of testing and 
services provided to individuals without health insurance.   
o $60 million for the Department of Veterans Affairs to cover the costs of testing for 
veterans receiving care through Medical Services or through Medical Community Care.   
o The bill also requires all health plans, including Medicare, Medicaid, and private plans, 
to cover COVID-



https://www.veterans.senate.gov/newsroom/minority-news/-senate-passes-bipartisan-tester-moran-fix-to-protect-gi-bill-benefits-as-universities-close-due-to-coronavirus-
https://www.veterans.senate.gov/newsroom/minority-news/-senate-passes-bipartisan-tester-moran-fix-to-protect-gi-bill-benefits-as-universities-close-due-to-coronavirus-
https://www.ed.gov/coronavirus
https://studentaid.gov/announcements-events/coronavirus
https://ifap.ed.gov/electronic-announcements/030520Guidance4interruptionsrelated2CoronavirusCOVID19
https://ifap.ed.gov/electronic-announcements/030520Guidance4interruptionsrelated2CoronavirusCOVID19
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/file/FERPA%20and%20Coronavirus%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions_0.pdf
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/file/FERPA%20and%20Coronavirus%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions_0.pdf
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https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-releases-webinar-fact-

sheet-protecting-students-civil-rights-during-covid-19-response.  

 The Department of Education Office of Civil Rights (OCR) has released a video on ensuring web 

accessibility for students with disabilities for schools using online learning.  It is available at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCMLk4cES6A&feature=youtu.be.  

National Institutes of Health 
 NIH has released a General FAQ on Proposal Submission and Award Management Related to 

COVID-19 which is available at https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-

3A__beta.sam.gov_opp_6d5f514d69c94f60ae277f4ec33ca68d_view&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD4

5gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-

OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=Ysep97AZlVboAp2AFA5

Lvg8rCupnbaWm9p0bWTykX4Y&e=.   

o This is a resource for anyone concerned about COVID-19 impacts on research, travel, 

field work, and more.  It provides answers to any questions a grant recipient may have 

regarding travel, conferences, and continuity of research.   

 NIH has created a central site for its current guidance – including newly updated guidance on 

late applications, flexibilities for applicants and recipients, and clinical trials - which can be found 

at https://grants.nih.gov/grants/natural_disasters/corona-virus.htm

https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-releases-webinar-fact-sheet-protecting-students-civil-rights-during-covid-19-response
https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-releases-webinar-fact-sheet-protecting-students-civil-rights-during-covid-19-response
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCMLk4cES6A&feature=youtu.be
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__beta.sam.gov_opp_6d5f514d69c94f60ae277f4ec33ca68d_view&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD45gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=Ysep97AZlVboAp2AFA5Lvg8rCupnbaWm9p0bWTykX4Y&e=.%20%20
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__beta.sam.gov_opp_6d5f514d69c94f60ae277f4ec33ca68d_view&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD45gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=Ysep97AZlVboAp2AFA5Lvg8rCupnbaWm9p0bWTykX4Y&e=.%20%20
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__beta.sam.gov_opp_6d5f514d69c94f60ae277f4ec33ca68d_view&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD45gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=Ysep97AZlVboAp2AFA5Lvg8rCupnbaWm9p0bWTykX4Y&e=.%20%20
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__beta.sam.gov_opp_6d5f514d69c94f60ae277f4ec33ca68d_view&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD45gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=Ysep97AZlVboAp2AFA5Lvg8rCupnbaWm9p0bWTykX4Y&e=.%20%20
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__beta.sam.gov_opp_6d5f514d69c94f60ae277f4ec33ca68d_view&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD45gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=Ysep97AZlVboAp2AFA5Lvg8rCupnbaWm9p0bWTykX4Y&e=.%20%20
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/natural_disasters/corona-virus.htm
https://olaw.nih.gov/news/special-olaw-webinar-march-19-pandemic-contingency-planning-and-its-impact-animal-care.html
https://olaw.nih.gov/news/special-olaw-webinar-march-19-pandemic-contingency-planning-and-its-impact-animal-care.html
http://www.cms.gov/emergency
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-ihe-response.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/colleges-universities/index.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fcolleges-universities.html
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 CDC has posted interim guidance for mass gatherings and large community events at 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/mass-gatherings-ready-

for-covid-19.html.  

o The CDC recommends organizers cancel or postpone in-person events that consist of 50 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/mass-gatherings-ready-for-covid-19.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fmass-gatherings-ready-for-covid-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/large-events/mass-gatherings-ready-for-covid-19.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fmass-gatherings-ready-for-covid-19.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/student-foreign-travel.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/infection-control/control-recommendations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/coping.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/guidance-community-faith-organizations.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fguidance-community-faith-organizations.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/guidance-community-faith-organizations.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fcommunity%2Fguidance-community-faith-organizations.html
https://www.nsf.gov/news/special_reports/coronavirus/External_info_w.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2020/03/f72/doe-sc-accommodating-interruptions-to-applicants-awardees-due-to-covid-19.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2020/03/f72/doe-sc-accommodating-interruptions-to-applicants-awardees-due-to-covid-19.pdf
https://www.energy.gov/coronavirus-hub
https://www.energy.gov/podcasts/direct-current-energygov-podcast/national-labs-respond-covid-19#podcast-item-transcript
https://www.energy.gov/podcasts/direct-current-energygov-podcast/national-labs-respond-covid-19#podcast-item-transcript
https://science.osti.gov/DOE-Resources-Supporting-Coronavirus-Research
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Office of Management and Budget (OMB) 
 On March 9, OMB issued guidance to all Executive branch agencies to grant new flexibilities 

related to such things as notices of funding opportunities, no cost-extensions, expenditure of 

award funds, etc.  The use of new flexibilities will be determined by the awarding agencies.  The 

OMB memo is at https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/M-20-11.pdf. 

Department of Homeland Security (DHS)/ICE/SEVP 
 International students on F or M visas technically have restrictions on the number of courses 

they can take remotely/via distance education.  DHS, through Student and Exchange Visitor 

Program (SEVP), issued flexibility guidance on March 9 for how to handle procedural 

adaptations for F and M nonimmigrant students.  Schools must provide SEVP notice of the 

operational and procedural changes within 10 business days of the date of the decision.  The 

guidance note is at https://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/bcm2003-01.pdf. 

 Also, in the international arena, on March 11, the President announced a proclamation of 

suspension of immigration that broadens this policy to the European Schengen Area, comprised 

of 26 European states. The proclamation is viewable at 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-

nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-2019-novel-coronavirus/.  

 Previously, the White House announced travel restrictions for those traveling from China at 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/05/2020-02424/suspension-of-entry-as-

immigrants-and-nonimmigrants-of-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of-transmitting-2019 and from Iran 

at https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/04/2020-04595/suspension-of-entry-

as-immigrants-and-nonimmigrants-of-certain-additional-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of. 

Department of Defense (DOD) 
 The DOD coronavirus response website is available at 

https://www.defense.gov/Explore/Spotlight/Coronavirus/.  

 At the time of writing, the Office of Naval Research (ONR) has not issued any guidance and 

grantees are expected to continue business-as-usual within the guidance of their respective 

institutions.    

Department of Labor (DOL) 
 On March 12, DOL announced flexibility for states to allow unemployment insurance (UI) 

benefits to be used in cases “where: (1) An employer temporarily ceases operations due to 

COVID-19, preventing employees from coming to work; (2) An individual is quarantined with the 

expectation of returning to work after the quarantine is over; and (3) An individual leaves 

employment due to a risk of exposure or infection or to care for a family member.  In addition, 

federal law does not require an employee to quit in order to receive benefits due to the impact 

of COVID-19.”  Details are available at 

https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200312-0. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/M-20-11.pdf
https://www.ice.gov/doclib/sevis/pdf/bcm2003-01.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-2019-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/proclamation-suspension-entry-immigrants-nonimmigrants-certain-additional-persons-pose-risk-transmitting-2019-novel-coronavirus/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/05/2020-02424/suspension-of-entry-as-immigrants-and-nonimmigrants-of-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of-transmitting-2019
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/02/05/2020-02424/suspension-of-entry-as-immigrants-and-nonimmigrants-of-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of-transmitting-2019
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/04/2020-04595/suspension-of-entry-as-immigrants-and-nonimmigrants-of-certain-additional-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/03/04/2020-04595/suspension-of-entry-as-immigrants-and-nonimmigrants-of-certain-additional-persons-who-pose-a-risk-of
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/Spotlight/Coronavirus/
https://www.dol.gov/newsroom/releases/eta/eta20200312-0
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 DOL’s Wage and Hour division has released Q&A documents for employers related to COVID-19 

and Fair Labor Standards Act and job-protected leave under the Family and Medical Leave Act at 

https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic. 

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
 The VA is convening stakeholders on COVID-19 education benefit responses and has posted a 

notice on Facebook in regards to housing allonses and has posted a 

https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic
https://www.facebook.com/gibillEducation/posts/10156878366516615?__tn__=-R
https://wcet.wiche.edu/sites/default/files/COVID-19-SCO-FAQs-03-12-20.pdf
https://wcetfrontiers.org/2020/03/17/gibill-guidance-provides-some-relief-real-challenges-vet-students/
https://wcetfrontiers.org/2020/03/17/gibill-guidance-provides-some-relief-real-challenges-vet-students/
https://www.neh.gov/news/information-neh-and-covid-19
https://www.neh.gov/news/information-neh-and-covid-19
https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/FAQs-for-applicants-and-awardees-in-response-to%20COVID19-3.12.20.pdf
https://www.arts.gov/sites/default/files/FAQs-for-applicants-and-awardees-in-response-to%20COVID19-3.12.20.pdf
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/travel-advisory-alert-global-level-3-health-advisory-issue.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/traveladvisories/ea/travel-advisory-alert-global-level-3-health-advisory-issue.html
http://travel.state.gov/
https://step.state.gov/step/
https://www.state.gov/temporary-pause-of-international-exchange-programs-due-to-covid-19/
https://www.state.gov/temporary-pause-of-international-exchange-programs-due-to-covid-19/
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process.  OJP will continue to monitor the situation to determine if additional adjustments to 

closing dates are needed.  Additional information is available at 

https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/funding/current and the OJP Twitter page 

https://twitter.com/ojpgov?lang=en  

US Census Bureau 
 US Census Bureau guidance on counting college students is available at 

https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2020/modifying-2020-operations-for-

counting-college-students.html. 

National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA)

https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/funding/current
https://twitter.com/ojpgov?lang=en
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2020/modifying-2020-operations-for-counting-college-students.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2020/modifying-2020-operations-for-counting-college-students.html
https://nifa.usda.gov/grants?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://nifa.usda.gov/grants?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.niaid.nih.gov_grants-2Dcontracts_response-2Dcovid-2D2019-2Doutbreak&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD45gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=CRL8VdEJ1pV_uBrKopvP1ahd7i_JSDFCjaP0gzuxVrQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.niaid.nih.gov_grants-2Dcontracts_response-2Dcovid-2D2019-2Doutbreak&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD45gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=CRL8VdEJ1pV_uBrKopvP1ahd7i_JSDFCjaP0gzuxVrQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.niaid.nih.gov_grants-2Dcontracts_response-2Dcovid-2D2019-2Doutbreak&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD45gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=CRL8VdEJ1pV_uBrKopvP1ahd7i_JSDFCjaP0gzuxVrQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.niaid.nih.gov_grants-2Dcontracts_response-2Dcovid-2D2019-2Doutbreak&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD45gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=CRL8VdEJ1pV_uBrKopvP1ahd7i_JSDFCjaP0gzuxVrQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.niaid.nih.gov_grants-2Dcontracts_response-2Dcovid-2D2019-2Doutbreak&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD45gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=CRL8VdEJ1pV_uBrKopvP1ahd7i_JSDFCjaP0gzuxVrQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.niaid.nih.gov_grants-2Dcontracts_response-2Dcovid-2D2019-2Doutbreak&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD45gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=CRL8VdEJ1pV_uBrKopvP1ahd7i_JSDFCjaP0gzuxVrQ&e=


https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nsf.gov_pubs_2020_nsf20052_nsf20052.jsp&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD45gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=PAc8l5KsG-dZ1Py1g-g3li4UDchNGpDvoGMQAN07xzM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nsf.gov_pubs_2020_nsf20052_nsf20052.jsp&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD45gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=PAc8l5KsG-dZ1Py1g-g3li4UDchNGpDvoGMQAN07xzM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nsf.gov_pubs_2020_nsf20052_nsf20052.jsp&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD45gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=PAc8l5KsG-dZ1Py1g-g3li4UDchNGpDvoGMQAN07xzM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nsf.gov_pubs_2020_nsf20052_nsf20052.jsp&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD45gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=PAc8l5KsG-dZ1Py1g-g3li4UDchNGpDvoGMQAN07xzM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nsf.gov_pubs_2020_nsf20052_nsf20052.jsp&d=DwMFaQ&c=eRAMFD45gAfqt84VtBcfhQ&r=eUlbGuCHfGAE0yRHBOl0sdTaLZDa6n7IY5-OO6TtvFQ&m=Q3NSKS_TEKbhpS8cy9WIz2maePIfvDFV3Oel1g1oGd8&s=PAc8l5KsG-dZ1Py1g-g3li4UDchNGpDvoGMQAN07xzM&e=
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